Step-by-Step Plan for all Qualifying Windows

1. Decide on two week league window in October. Send me the attached “Center Participation Form” by October 22nd.

2. The week before the league level competition begins, inform the bowlers and parents that the league will be participating in the Grand Prix Singles Tournament.  Hand out the flyers or make copies of the enclosed rules.
3. Locate the League Worksheet in this packet. Make a worksheet for each division in each league and complete the top portion. Remember, “division” corresponds to the tournament’s eight divisions: U18 Boys and Girls, U15 Boys and Girls, U12 Boys and Girls, and U10 Boys and Girls.   Enclosed is a “Birthday Chart” to assist you.

4. After the first league session, enter the scratch series for each participant in the first week row of the “League Worksheet”.  Only list bowlers that are USBC and Grand Prix members.  If a member is not present this week, list their score as absent (pre-bowled and post-bowled scores are not allowed).  
5. During the second week, remind league members they are competing in the Grand Prix Singles Tournament Championships qualifying competition again. This week is a second chance to bowl a qualifying series.  After the league session, enter the scratch series in the second week row of the “League Worksheet”.  If a member is not present this week, list their score as absent (pre-bowled and post-bowled scores are not allowed). 
6. For each participant, determine their highest series and circle that score. Do not add the first-week and second-week scores together.  Each week is an opportunity for the bowler to post a score. The bowler’s highest series is the score used for qualifying. A participant does not need to be present both weeks to qualify.

7. Using the scores you have just circled, rank the bowlers by best qualifying score. Advancement ratio from league level to the state level is one for every (3) entries in each division, including last place ties.  In all cases, at least one person per division shall advance if there was at least one entry.  To advance additional individuals, the division must have at least 1 entry to the next multiple of 3.  Using this ratio determine the bowler(s) who advance in that division in that league. After determining who has qualified, notify the winners. (Please inform the participants who qualified bowling only two games that they will bowl at least three games at the next competition level).  It is the winner’s choice to advance to the next level and pay all applicable fees.

8. On the “League Worksheet”, show the bowlers who have qualified and accepted or declined to advance to the next competition level. Remember that each division per league may advance at least one person despite the ratio and the number of bowlers participating in that division.
9. Since bowlers were given several qualifying opportunities, some may have advanced more than once. A participant can only advance once into the next competition level regardless of the ways they qualified.  If a participant should win in more than one league or one center during a window, they must advance from the league in which the highest series was bowled. Remember some of your bowlers might bowl in different bowling centers.  Check to make sure they are only advancing from one center. The above guidelines apply. In all cases, once a bowler has made the choice to advance from a certain center, he or she forfeits advancing in other bowling centers.  There is no qualifying in travel leagues for Grand Prix Tour.

10. Once you have figured out how many bowlers will advance per league and who they are, enter the information on the enclosed “League Summary” form. Complete one form per league and attach it as a cover sheet to the appropriate “League Worksheets”.

11. Hand out State Direct Entries to those that did not qualify through league. Advance paid entries are recommended as the shifts may fill up. Early bird discount deadline is December 1st.   
12. After completing your “League Worksheets”, “League Summary Forms”, and “State Entry Checklist”, make copies for your files and send the originals to your State Tournament Directors.  The deadline for this information is December 1st. 
Angie Allen
Asst. Tournament Director
Po Box 228
Oscar, LA  70762
If you have any questions, please email flbpa@aol.com or call (225) 421-6596 and ask for Angie (Assistant Tournament Director). 
